Paper Ballot February 16, 2004

SENATE COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES
MOTION ON ASSEMBLY BILL 197

Moved by Senator Kedzie that the Senate Committee on Environment and Natural
Resources introduces and adopts LRB a2177/1 to Assembly Bill 197
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Moved by Senator Kedzie that the Senate Committee on Environment and Natural

¢ Resources recommends concurrence of Assembly Bill 197 as amended

_ Relating to: the types of captive animals that may be used in training hound dogs.
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Wisconsin Humane Society

TESTIMONY - SENATE COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT & NATURAL RESOURCES
February 12, 2004

Wisconsin Humane Society Opposes Assembly Bill 197

T am here today on behalf of the Wisconsin Humane Society - the oldest, largest and most
active animal shelter in the state. We have over 35,000 supporters in southeastern Wisconsin, and
our organization is opposed to AB 197,

In addition to its veterinary and adoption work with companion animals, WHS runs one of
the largest wildlife hospitals and rehabilitation centers in the country. Approximately 5,000 wild
animals are treated and cared for at WHS every year. We see and work with wild animals that are
hurt and suffering on a daily basis. We do not believe the state legislature should be sanctioning
additional animal cruelty.

Our opposition to AB 197 is three-fold;

1) Capturing and containing wild animals for this purpose is highly stressful to the animals
involved. There does not appear to be any time limit on their stay in captivity, nor are basic care
provisions specified. Involvement in training exercises is also obviously traumatic for the animals.

2) There does not appear to be a limit on the “season” in which this activity can take place,
therefore it seems possible that both the capture and training could take place during the birthing
season for these creatures, leading to the orphaning of their young.

3) We see no specific limitation on the transport of these animals from place to place. The
transport of an animal with canine distemper, for example, could spread the disease to another area.
There is also no mention of prohibiting animals from coming in from out of state. The cause of the
huge raccoon rabies outbreak on the eastern seaboard was raccoon hunters importing (sick) animals
from the South, where the disease was endemic, into the Mid-Atlantic States.

Lastly, we have a question. The DNR is now requiring wildlife rehabilitators to report the
location of release of all rehabilitated covotes, foxes, bears, bobcats and various other animals in a
quarterly report. This requirement is reportedly to bring rehabilitators in line with some other
activities under the Captive Wildlife Act that requires quarterly reporting. Are the people involved
in this tracking/training activity authorized by AB 197 required to report the location of release of
these animals? We think they should be.

The Wisconsin Humane Society recognizes that hunting is a traditional activity in
Wisconsin, but we also know that hunting causes great suffering and hardship for many animals,
We are opposed to AB 197 because it would cause additional suffering.

4500 West Wisconsin Avenue, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53208
414-ANIMALS . www wihumane org




February 12, 2004

Dear Committee Members:

A bill like A.B. 197 has to be the poster child for the work this legislature has
accomplished for Wisconsin during the past two years. People with a conscious
would not-even consider such inhumane legislation, but in Wisconsin, law
makers work to expand upon the inhumanity. Wisconsin is quickly gaining a
reputation as one of the most inhumane states in this nation. As other state and
federal laws move to protect animals, Wisconsin legislators rush us in the
opposite direction.

I appeal to those of you who do have a conscious and ask that you send this bill
where it belongs, in the frash.

Sincerely,

Steve Fttzsammons

President, Madison Area Cagebird Association of Wisconsin
5209 Odana Rd

Madison, W1 63711
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Honorable Senator

The undersigned are Wssconsm residents who are
conservationist and outdoorsmen and value heritage to hunt,
therefore, respectfully request your support of the proposed

legislation AB197
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Honorable Senator

The undersigned are Wisconsin residents who are
conservationist and outdoorsmen and value heritage to hunt,
therefore, respectfully request your support of the proposed

legislation AB197
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Honorable Senator
~The undersigned are Wisconsin residents who are
conservationist and outdoorsmen and value heritage to hunt,
therefore, respectfully request your support of the proposed
legislation AB197
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Honorable Senator
~The undersigned are Wlsconsm residents who are

conservationist and outdoorsmen and value heritage to hunt,
therefore, respectfully request your support of the proposed
legislation AB1 97
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Honorable Senator

The undersigned are Wisconsin residents who are
conservationist and outdoorsmen and value heritage to hunt,
therefore, respectfully request your support of the proposed
legisiation AB197
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Honorable Senator

The undersigned are Wtsconsm residents who are
conservationist and outdoorsmen and value hentage to hunt,
therefore, respectfully request your support of the proposed

- _legislation‘AB*l 97
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Resolution ~ Indianhead Sheep Breeders Assoc, Re: AB197

Where as: Indianhead Sheep Breeders Association is an organization of sheep
produces in Wisconsin, and are in the business of producing sheep for profit and

means of livelihood.

Where as: The population of coyotes in our state is steadily increasing and those
coyotes are becoming more prevalent in our pastures.

Where as: Coyotes are predators, which harass ewes at the time of birthing and
depredate lambs and may be the number one economic loss to the sheep

industry.

Where as: Hunting with well-trained hounds is a key method used to control the

coyote population.

Where as: Trammg of hounds is becoming more difficult to accomplish due to
the increase of residential development, increased highways and traffic, and
trespass concerns, and training in hound- training facilities is a most valuable

tool.

Therefore Be It Resolved: Indianhead Sheep Breeders Assoc. wish to go on record
this 7th of February 2004 as supporting the passage of AB197 as proposed.

Larry Meisegeier, President

A

River Ridge Stock Farm
N6430 Hwy 40
Bruc_e, W1 54819

Jeff Kieffer, Director

armony A : Sheep Farm
W8393 Sykora Ln
Catawba, W1 54515

me

- David Erb, Vice President

Do S

Double D Dorset
669 12t G
Hillsdale, W1 54744

Dale Schuebel, Director

(Juter Ackeck

Ridgewood Suffolk’s
134324 2 St
Cameron, WI 54822




WISCONSIN SHEEP BREEDERS COOPERATIVE
Resolution R.E. AB197

Where as: The Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Cooperative is a statewide
organization of sheep producers engaged in the raising of sheep for profit;

Where as: A major economic loss to this industry is depredation of lambs by
coyotes and losses are of grave concern to our members;

Where as: Hunting of coyotes with well-trained hounds is an effective means
to control coyote population and therefore lessen economic losses;

Where as: Training of hounds can best be accomplished in well managed
training facilities.

Therefore Be It Resolved the Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Cooperative
passed and recorded in their minutes this 24" day of January 2004, to go on
record in full support-of AB 197.

oy

‘Gary Kiig
President Wisconsin Sheep Breeders Cooperative




Resolution - Indianhead Sheep Breeders Assoc. Re: AB197

Where as: Indianhead Sheep Breeders Association is an organization of sheep
produces in Wisconsin, and are in the business of producing sheep for profit and
means of livelihood.

Where as: The population of coyotes in our state is steadily increasing and those
coyotes are becoming more prevalent in our pastures.

Where as: Coyotes are predators, which harass ewes at the time of birthing and
depredate lambs and may be the number one economic loss to the sheep
industry,

Where as: Hunting with well-trained hounds is a key method used to control the
coyote population,

Where as: Training of hounds is becoming more difficult to accomplish due to
the increase of residential development, increased highways and traffic, and
trespass concerns, and training in hound- training facilities is 2 most valuable
tool,

Therefore Be It Resolved: Indianhead Sheep Breeders Assoc. wish to go on record
this 7th of February 2004 as supporting the passage of AB197 as proposed.

Larry Mexsegexer, Pres:dent Daﬁda‘zirizi@e President
River fidge Stock Farm Double D Dorset

N6430 Hwy 40 669 12t 5¢

Bruce, WI 54819 Hillsdale, W1 54744

Jeff Kieffer, Director Diale Schuebel, Director

i

armony Aéx‘és Sheep Farm
W8393 Sykora Ln
Catawba, W1 54515

Ridgewood Suffolk’s
13432412 S¢
Cameron, WI 54822




This is a coﬁy. Original mailed to Senator Kedzie 1-15-04.

Resolution — Northern Wisconsin Beef Producers Assoc.
Re: AB197

Where as: The Northern Wisconsin Beef Producers Is the
organization of beef cattle produces in northern Wisconsin,
and are in the business of producing cattle for profit.

Where as: The populatmn of coyotes in our area of the state
is steadily increasing and that coyotes are becoming more
prevalent in our pastures

Where as: Coyotes afe predatars which harass caws at the
time of birthing and depredate new born and weak calves
causing death and economic loss.

Where as: Hunting with well-trained hounds is a key method
used to control the coyote population.

Where as: Training of hounds is becoming more difficult to
- accomplish due to the increase of residential development,
" increased highways and traffic, and trespass concerns, and
training in heund- training facilities is a most valuable tool. -

Therefsre The Northem Wisconsin Beef Producers

Association wish to go on record this 1 1" day of January
2004 as supporting the passage of AB197 as proposed.
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